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Umetco Minerals Corporation

————— o ——-

P.O.BOX 1029
GRAND JUNCTION. COLORADDO 81502
T (303 245-3700
January 18, 1991

2!
25" Utah Department of Health
L Division of Environmental Health
27 Bureau of Water Pollution Control
’ P.0. Box 16690
Salt Lake City, UT 84116-0690

ATTN: Permits and Compliance Section Re: UPDES Permit UT-0023922
Rim Mine

Umetco Minerals
Corporation

Dear Sirs:

Umetco Minerals Corporation herby submits the fourth quarter 1990 discharge
monitoring report for UPDES Permit UT-0023922 for the Rim Mine in San Juan

County, Utah.

The total oil and grease concentration (1/90 day sample) and the average
concentration for soluble Ra-226 were higher than the permit limits. During
the fourth quarter, the discharge from the mine was extremely intermittent due
to reduced seepage into the mine operation. It is conjectured that excess oil
| was introduced into the discharge system during the sampling period from the

| non-routine fluctuations of the water level in the underground collection

| sump, allowing traces of floating oil to be pumped to the discharge system
from the water surface of the sump. The fluctuations in discharge rates may
also be the cause of the high average Radium-226 concentrations, as the barium
chloride addition is designed for a steady state flow throughput condition.
This experience indicates that during periods of intermittent mine dewatering,
operational controls will be instituted to monitor sump water level and to
increase barium chloride addition, on a flow rate basis, to control discharge
concentrations. At the present time, it doesn’t appear that there will be a
discharge during the first quarter of 1991.

If there are any questions, please contact me at 303-245-3700.

Yours truly,

il B. kol

Niels B. Haubold
Manager of Mines

Enclosure

TP Vel

Certified Return Receipt Requested = ~ ~°~
cc: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
999 18th Street, Suite 500 8WM-C

Denver, Colorado 80202-2405
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